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law as developed in the Commonwealth of Louisiana is the evo- 
lution during one hundred years of the civil law under common 
law environment. What self-government has here evolved may 
well be a guide for the government of our islands so recently 
come from under civil law jurisdiction. For the practitioner in 
Louisiana this work will be an invaluable aid. The forms pre- 
sented are carefully selected. The field of civil practice is thor- 
oughly covered. In addition to the forms the work contains the 
rules of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, the rules of the Civil 
District Court for the parish of Orleans, a list of fees and 
costs in the several courts, a list of legal holidays in Louisiana, 
and the acts relating to the duties and powers of clerks of the 
District Courts. The arrangement of the various forms is such 
that for ready reference the practitioner is dependent on the 
index. The lack of thorough alphabetic arrangement in the 
index is therefore a matter which calls for criticism. 

J. G. K. 



The Teeatisb on Specific Performance of Contracts. By 
Et. Hon. Sir Edward Fry. Fourth Edition by William 
Donaldson Eawlins, K. C. Pp. 685. London : Stephens & 
Sons. 1893. 

The name of W. D. Eawlins, K. C, has been connected with 
Fry's Specific Performance since the appearance of the second 
edition in 1881. In that edition several chapters and parts of 
the work were practically rewritten by Mr. Eawlins, although of 
course in consultation with Justice Fry. For the present edition 
Mr. Eawlins is alone responsible. All the English cases of the 
last ten years have been inserted, the number of newly cited 
cases being upwards of three hundred. The fact of Mr. Eawlins' 
intimate association with the prior editions of the work has 
enabled him to place the new cases in their proper connection 
with the text. Therefore this edition is of greater value than the 
last edition with which Mr. Justice Fry had anything to do. 
This is perhaps the greatest praise which can be given to a new 
edition of an old work where the new edition has not been care- 
fully prepared by the original author. Usually, when one who 
has not written a law book attempts to put in new cases, he 
inserts them in places where they have just enough connection 
with the text to confuse the person who refers to them for the 
purpose of illustrating the author's meaning. 

The Voluntary Conveyance Act, 1893, the Married Women 
Property Act of the same year, and in some degree the Trustees 
Act, 1893, the Merchants' Shipping Act, 1894, and the Land 
Transfer Act, 1897, have necessitated modifications of the text. 
These modifications are written by the editor solely from the 
point of view of an Englishman writing for English lawyers. 
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This may be thought by some to detract from its value in this 
country. But we do not believe that the work would be more 
valuable to American readers if it contained so-called "American 
Notes." The use of a work like Mr. Justice Pry's to the pro- 
fession in this country, is not as a ready reference to American 
decisions. It is alone profitably used by one who turns to it to 
ascertain the principles of the law and desires to study the devel- 
opment of those principles by the courts of a jurisdiction of 
recognized learning and authority. 

The writer of this review has often wished that Mr. Justice Fry 
had discussed the Specific Performance of negative contracts as 
a separate subject, and had treated of the Specific Performance of 
different classes of contracts, before treating of defences to the 
action. He has also believed that the "defences" should have 
been confined to defences to the specific performance of a con- 
tract, the defence not being applicable to a suit at law. It was, 
however, no part of Mr. Eawlin's task to change the arrange- 
ment or general scope of Fry's work, and he has not done so. 
He has also wisely resisted the temptation to which most thor- 
ough editors of the works of others are subject, namely, the 
elaboration of the author's original discussion of important 
topics. The book, therefore, though brought down to date, 
remains the work of Mr. Justice Pry himself. 

In these days of poor printing and worse paper, it is a dis- 
tinct pleasure to handle a work, the mechanical execution of 
which, comports with the dignity of the law. W . D. L. 



Cases on Equity Pleading and Practice. By Bradley M. 
Thompson, M. S., LL. B., Professor of Law, University of 
Michigan. Pp. 331. Callaghan & Co. 1903. 

This collection of cases is probably selected and arranged 
with care. As the writer has not given in the preface any state- 
ment of the scholastic results he had in his mind when he was 
making his selections, it is somewhat difficult to judge whether 
he has or has not accomplished his purpose. The book will be 
unquestionably useful to the person who collected the cases and 
the students studying under him, but we believe that it is prac- 
tically impossible for an instructor in another school to take hold 
of a collection such as this and use it in his own work unless he 
is personally acquainted with the author and knows him to be 
in sympathy with the point of view from which the cases have 
been selected. 

We would like, for instance, to know why the author has 
selected quite a number of Illinois cases, while there are no 
cases from many of the states of the United States, including 
such jurisdictions as Pennsylvania, Ohio and Massachusetts. 
There may be and doubtless is a good reason for this, but the 
facts stated are somewhat striking. 



